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SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN-US TRADE UNION RELATIONS 

REF: CAIRO 14592 

1 . AFL-CIO INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS DIRECTOR ERNEST LEE 
HAS MADE AVAILABLE TO DEPARTMENT A LIST OF UNIONS WITH 
SUGGESTION THESE UNIONS BE CONTACTED BY LRO TO INVITE 
UNION'S REPRESENTATIVE ATTEND AFL-CIO CONVENTION SCHEDULED 
TO BE HELD AT LOS ANGELES BEGINNING DECEMBER 8, 1977. IN- 
CLUDED IN LIST IS MR. SAAD MOHAMED AHMED, PRESIDENT, 

EGYPTIAN FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS, 90 EL GALAA STREET, 

CAIRO. THIS IS OBVIOUSLY A POTENTIALLY IMPORTANT BREAK- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 215729 

THROUGH AS FAR AS EGYPTIAN-US TRADE UNION RELATIONS ARE 
CONCERNED. USG WILL FUND, ALTHOUGH DETAILS CONCERNING 
FINANCING OF VISIT (INTERNATIONAL VISITOR GRANT FROM CU 
OR AID/OLAB PROGRAM) STILL BEING WORKED OUT- (FYI: 

INVITATIONS AND FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR INVITEES TO 
BIENNIAL CONVENTION ARE INVARIABLY PHOTO FINISHES.) YOU 
MAY INFORM MR. AHMED OF FORTHCOMING INVITATION, TELLING 
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HIM THAT YOU WILL HAVE MORE COMPLETE DETAILS IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE. PI .EASE NOTE INVITATION IS FOR ONE EGYPTIAN ONLY, 

IF AHMED CANNOT ATTEND, ASK FOR SUBSTITUTE'S NAME AND 
SECURE FULL BIOGRAPHIC DATA AS WELL AS ANY AVAILABLE 
INFORMATION CONCERNING POLITICAL ORIENTATION, ETC. IF 
SUBSTITUTE NOMINATED, AHMED SHOULD BE MADE TO UNDERSTAND 
CLEARLY THAT USG CANNOT GUARANTEE ATTENDANCE SUCH NOMINEE 
AT CONVENTION AS FUNDS ARE LIMITED AND THERE ARE POTENTIAL 
NOMINEES FROM OTHER COUNTRIES WHO HAVE NOT BEEN INVITED 
AND ONE OF THEM MAY BE SUBSTITUTED FOR AHMED. (FYI: 
INFORMATION ON SUBSTITUTE, IF ONE NOMINATED, WILL BE 
PASSED TO AFL-CIO FOR APPROVAL. IF APPROVED YOU WILL 
BE SO NOTIFIED.) 

2. CONCERNING POSSIBILITY EGYPTIAN LABOR PARTICIPATION 
IN USG-FINANCED TRAINING PROGRAMS, LEE SAID HE COULD 

NOT GIVE GO AHEAD UNTIL AFL-CIO LEADERSHIP HAD OPPORTUNITY 
TO TALK TO AHMED AND REACH DECISION ABOUT FURTHER CONTACTS. 
REALIZE PRESSURES ON YOU; HOWEVER, ANY FURTHER ATTEMPT 
ON MY PART PUSH ISSUE WITH AFL-CIO UNTIL DECEMBER WOULD 
BE COUNTER PRODUCTIVE. WILL DISCUSS THIS MORE FULLY 
WITH YOU IN ROME DURING NARCOTICS CONFERENCE SEPTEMBER 
21-23. IF YOU WERE ABLE ATTEND LABOR CONFERENCE AT 
TUNIS, SEPTEMBER 26-30, YOU COULD TALK THINGS OUT WITH 

LEE THERE. HOWEVER, AS MATTERS NOW STAND, I PLAN DISCUSS 
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MATTERS PERTAINING TO EGYPT WITH LEE BEFORE MY DEPARTURE 
AND WILL FILL YOU IN. 

3. AFL-CIO HAS NOT RECEIVED LETTERS REFERRED TO IN PARA 
ONE REFTEL. HOWEVER, ON THE SUBJECT OF LETTERS, DURING 
RECENT CONVERSATION, LEE DID NOTE THAT VERBAL OR WRITTEN 
REQUESTS FOR FRATERNAL VISITS BY US TRADE UNION DELE- 
GATIONS WERE NOT WELCOME AT THIS TIME. US-EGYPTIAN 
TRADE UNION RELATIONSHIP IS STILL TOO TENUOUS FOR SUCH 
VISITS. AT SAME TIME AFL-CIO MUST TAKE INTO ACCOUNT 
REACTIONS OF HISTADRUT AND AMERICANS FRIENDLY TO ISRAEL 
TO DEVELOPMENT OF CLOSER TIES BETWEEN AFL-CIO AND EFL. 

IF EGYPTIANS NEED TO INVITE ONE AFL-CIO REPRESENTATIVE 
TO VISIT EGYPT, RATHER THAN FRATERNAL DELEGATION, IT 
IS QUITE POSSIBLE THAT STAFF PERSON COULD ACCEPT SUCH AN 
INVITATION. VANCE 
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